February 2021 - Overseas Co-ordinator's Report to the Executive.

Given the exceptional circumstances during the past year I have tried to make this report as cheerful as possible!   Obviously at the beginning of Lockdown No.1 the lines were red hot with everyone discussing the pros and cons of changing the Corona name.   Despite the concerns that the name would not be good for attracting younger members overseas the decision was that, after 70 years and 'Service' there was no way that the name would be changed and so Corona we are!

Bahamas:   Poor old Bahamas - Covid and  everything else - much like the rest of us.     They managed to hold their AGM on Zoom on January 21st and the committee is unchanged.  Marie Evans does say that at least their weather means they can dine al fresco and are able to get out for exercise.   But on looking back over their year they seem to have been busy enough!!!  A coffee morning last February with a very interesting speaker.  Annual Bridge Tournament also in February and in March a Jewellery making class using Bahamian Sea Glass and Wire.   Then everything came to a stop.  But they managed to put out an appeal before Christmas and were able to donate to three charitable organisations in December.   Their situation is much as in Cornwall - much hardship due to lack of tourists/visitors.   They have decided to waive subs for the time being and, should they be fortunate enough to meet up in person to ask for donations.  They are thinking of having an Easter bonnet competition at the end of March (Zoom of course).  They have not received any vaccine as of February 5th.  Fingers crossed for them!!!!
Fiji:  We had heard on the world news that there had been a rather nasty cyclone in Fiji.   I            e-mailed at the  time but have not heard back.   I only have the official e-mail address.  I will keep trying.

Gibraltar:   Lydia Griffiths puts it most succinctly when she says:   Well a year on and we're all in the same boat!   Who would have said that when we had our AGM in January last year that, a year on, we still haven't seen hide nor hair of anyone!

However they did manage a meeting at the beginning of March 2020 and were trying desperately to arrange something when the new term started in September but their Public Health and Government soon put a stop to that with more restrictions.   They were in total lockdown till July (sound familiar???) and as soon as the schools started in September and people started to forget that the virus was still amongst us the numbers started to creep up and by the middle of December they were back in total lockdown and still are (6th February).  
They have been very lucky that a vast majority have now had the vaccine and Lydia herself has had a second dose.

I asked Lydia about Brexit????  Her response:  What can I say, it's a bit unreal as we can't go into Spain because of the pandemic.  They are in a worse situation in the Campo de Gibraltar (the surrounding towns) so that we don't really know what it's going to be like once things go back to normal.  On the 31st December the Spanish Government agreed with the British Government that Gibraltar remains in Schengan as far as the border with mainland Europe is concerned!  They have six months to smooth out the pros and cons.   Nevertheless we are finding that the shelves in Morrison's are practically empty and we're finding it very difficult getting the British products that we're so used to!!!!   Despite all this and hoping the shopping difficulties will soon be resolves they are hopeful that they can resume Corona Activities  this year.

Hong Kong:  Deborah Barker is still in Lockdown in the UK but in full communication with the ladies of Hong Kong Branch.   And Hong Kong Corona is taking full advantage of Zoom!!!
Deborah reports that like other places Hong Kong has had time of relaxing social distancing and tightening up again.   For quite some time now the gatherings have been limited to 2 so rather tricky to get together - no games, no coffees, no Christmas lunch.   However in times of relaxation they have managed a few private events - a wonderful Art Jam session - what talented ladies they have!   A private tour of K11 Musea designed to invigorate Hong Kong's waterfront and this inspired discussion on creativity, culture and innovation.  Another idea offered by one of their committee was to explore a 'Washi Workshop' where ladies made beautifully decorated eggs, ear rings and boxes with Washi paper and tapes.  Debi is hoping for a Zoom session on this - looks fabulous (she says).  And adds that they are getting to be a wonderfully creative group keen to share their enthusiasms.

Zoom, she adds, has been brilliant for keeping connected.   They've found that members who have recently left HK have asked to renew their memberships this year in order to continue joining in with activities.   They are linking up with those stuck in quarantine - ladies in UK and ladies back in Australia.   Debi adds that she believes there is not a Corona group in OZ -  ( Well  maybe now we all have experience of Zoom that might be some thing for the Trustees to think about????  We used to have several lone members there but no way of getting them together.  Ed.)
HK's creative group has been going for over a year now.  Beginning with real meetings out there but now a weekly Zoom.  They also have a weekly 'Chill and Chatter' over drinks.   Depending on each persons time zone drinks could be sundowners, mulled wines, morning coffees, afternoon teas or a relaxing evening hot chocolate!   The monthly book club is also Zooming.  Added to this they have different committee members organising the months which has spread the workload and added greater diversity to activities.  They have held committee meetings this way and plan to hold the AGM by Zoom too.  February is bring a card making workshop, a Quiz and a game of 'Linkee' .
Debi concludes by saying that the Hong Kong Committee are very enthusiastic and a great team, willing to make the most of it and they are trying to provide something that appeals if you are stuck in lockdown somewhere.   She is confident that Zooming will continue and grow even when ladies can gather again - whenever that may be.   

Malawi:   Some computer problems here but fortunately dear Daryl Sheppard has persevered and made certain the her communications have reached me - Phew!  She says there is not much to report from Malawi other than all meetings suspended until further notice, though their charitable activities are being maintained where possible.   Unfortunately funds will expire soon and  there is no hope of fund raising until at least late 2021.  
Malawi is experiencing a serious upsurge in positive cases and deaths from the pandemic, due largely to the many thousands of migrant workers returning from South Africa.  Their health and border authorities are struggling to cope so they have to personally be aware and take precautions.  All land borders are closed except to returning citizens and the two airports are operating but only for Ethiopian Airlines to/from Addis and Jo'burg.   The Oxford Astravenecol vaccine should reach them next month so as part of the 'frontline/vulnerable' group they could be vaccinated before June . . . . .maybe.   Hopefully the vaccine will be available privately from selected pharmacies in which case they can buy their own and get their GP to do the jab.

As expat Permanent Residents they are, of course, part of a micro-community within the larger population - sadly they have lost 4, no less, goods friends in 2021,  3 of them to Covid.  But, Daryl concludes on an optimistic note bless her, the weather as they reach halfway through the rainy season, is beautiful, with lovely sunshine between the thunderstorms.  The maize crop (staple diet) is looking good!!!

Daryl sent me copies of Thank you documents from the Chombo Mission, Malawi Girls Home and 
St. Joseph's College of Nursing.   These I would normally table at the meeting but can't see how to do this????   So I have picked out a couple of sentences from the letter from Grace Kazembe, Acting Dean of the Faculty for College Principal.   "I would like to express our appreciation for the gifts the Women's Corona Society gave to our students during this festive season.  You have always been there supporting students during Christmas time for many  years."

(I very much hope that it is the phrase 'for many years' that will strike a special chord in the hearts of everyone who reads this report - Pam )

Mauritius North:   We are still receiving Newsletters from Mauritius North with actual events taking place!!!!!    How cheering is that?????   They should have held their AGM this week so I may or may not be able to add news of this before Friday - deadline day!   They have not had vaccinations yet and masks remain mandatory in public places, but many of them are worn round the chin!!!!   It is, Marie Helene Oliver says high summer so not terribly comfortable to wear a mask over nose and mouth. (Any worse than having ones specs steam up in the cold weather???  Answers on a postcard please).      They have had their January meeting and now February AGM and they tell me that the Joint Branch Lunch will also be this month.   Trying to get more news of this.
Their normal groups continue which is great to know  and NOT via Zoom.  The pictures they send are so cheering.   I would normally table them.   For anyone interested it is the Mango Season!!!!

New Zealand:  News from New Zealand is of their Christmas Lunch!   Start time Noon-ish and the first guest arrived at 11.45 and last guest left at 6.15 except for Brian who stayed for a week.  Now is that a Corona Lunch or is that  a Corona Lunch??????  This information was to accompany photographs which I have been unable to print off.  Beverley Teague goes on to say that 'Many HK friends in attendance so rang Brian who lives in Christchurch and is an old HK hand to see if he would like to come.  Right quick smartly he was on a plane.  There were hugs and even tears from friends who hadn't seen Brian, in some cases for years.   A good Christmas gathering.
Our thanks to Beverley for more signs of 'normality'.

St. Helena:   Not easy to get news from St. Helena as you can imagine.   Each lockdown I am hampered by not being able to get to the Post Office myself.   Before Christmas the queues were down a side lane - socially distanced of course, and we were let in to the post office a few at a time and marched through the shop (Smiths) to yet another queue for the Post Office Counters!!!!  However Doreen Bagley and Patsy Flagg keep me up to date quite brilliantly with their lovely hand written letters that, despite now coming by air, can take four weeks to get to me!!!   Patsy tells me that they were still Covid Free on January 4th and that their Government is bringing out very tight restrictions as to who can and who cannot come in by the monthly plane and all must quarantine for 2 weeks.  No visitors for families, no tourists and only patients returning from medical treatment in UK or Jo'burg.    Their AGM is due this month (I don't have a date) but Patsy is anxious about filling in the gaps.   Fortunately for the rest of us Patsy is their President so I know it will be all in safe hands and she will manage to twist a few arms somehow!    Phyllis Coleman is still my Emergency E-Mail contact and happy to continue.
Riyadh - Saudi Arabia:  Life in Riyadh has been carrying on pretty much as normal I understand from Jenny Atkinson. but no proper Corona meetings.   No gatherings of more than 50 (?) people at a time, temperature checking, face masks and social distancing.   The Corona board members took the decision back in September to ask their members what they wanted, to resume or wait a little longer.  The general consensus came back to wait a little longer.
They did try a small trip to a local Italian Pizza Restaurant on the 20th December , making their own pizza and then staying for lunch.   They struggled to get even 10 ladies to join in, so clearly (Jenny says) they are still feeling nervous about getting together.

The Covid situation changes all the time.   Jenny has kindly sent me some official information regarding exit and entry to the Kingdom!  A bit too long and complicated to copy here.

Their Board has met at last for the first time since last March - only two of the members having been properly vaccinated.   Jenny writes: ' If by some miracle, by Mothers' Day on the 14th March we are able to get together we are proposing to old a trio of small events.

Contact 3 different hotels and arrange a lunch menu for a set price with them.

One Board Member with 9 or 10 members attends each hotel on the same day for lunch therefore covering 30 ladies - just in separate locations.

Potentially repeat this over two or three days so that each Board Member takes a group and, hopefully, covering most of our members.

It's a long shot carrying this out but we have something to hold onto!'

It would seem that it is even harder to organise anything when you have many, many members.  Our thanks go to Jenny and her team.

Zimbabwe - Harare:  Eilidh Craster has sent  me a wonderful blow by blow account of their activities through the past year.   In January (2020) they had the sensitive situation of being asked for help with containers for prisoners to eat off!  As one of their ladies is an accredited visitor they were able to supply and deliver some utensils to the women's section.
Eilidh does say that there is a never ending round of appeals from animal charities etc etc.

They were able to meet regularly during January and February but from March 17th the ladies decided to halt meetings for the time being.  So from March to August they did their very best to help out wherever they were able providing from water containers and rolls of plastic for a hospital in Harare to hand sanitisers,  PPE, soap and meals for the medical staff.

By May (Zimbabwean winter) there were appeals for blankets for animals for the SPCA.   One of the oldest homes for the elderly in Harare made a desperate appeal for money to purchase water or even a donation of water itself.   In August they were helping cook meals for medical staff so they had at least one decent meal a day.

Eilidh makes a point of saying how pleased they were to be able to help Sally Perkins with finding some friends out there and this was successful.   A rather different feather in Corona's cap!
By September they were able to get together again and Vicky, their meeting hostess, greeted them at her door with a small bag and asked them to smell the contents!  They all guessed correctly - it was roasted coffee - so were assumed to be virus free and able to join the gathering!

Several social meetings and then they still managed their usual collection of cupcakes and juice for Kidzcan.  One of their members found out that there is a constant need for juice and for plastic bottles throughout the year.  After the children have had their radio therapy treatment, is is essential thay they keep well hydrated so even day patients are given a bottle of juice to take for their journey home.   The branch have decided that it would be possible to provide juice cordial and plastic bottles all year round and not only at Christmas.

Eilidh concludes her report to her lovely ladies with many heartfelt words including: I do appreciate your friendship, help, support and guidance.  I also appreciate the fact that you are there for each other in good times and in bad.    Thank you, each and every one of you, and my fervent prayer is that we will get back to some form of normalcy in 2021 and be able to meet one another again.  In the interim, please keep safe and please keep well.

And so say ALL OF US.

Can't resist a further snippet from Zim dated February 3rd!   One of their meetings during the year was to Mukuvisi Woodlands on the outskirts of Harare.  This is a wildlife and safari park - none of the Big Five animals.   It is a prowling conservation area  featuring forested green spaces and is rich with native wildlife and flora.  Many schools take trips there.

After their coffee morning in November several of the ladies went to the viewing platform from where you can watch zebra giraffe and several species of buck.  Before heading home, the ladies wnt to buy manure from the stables, some of it was horse, but also contained manure from sebra, eland, giraffe and anything else that visited the water hole!   She adds that she is sure that would have given the plants something to think about!

As so many of our ladies are interested in gardening and gardens please spare a thought for Zimbabwe when 'feeding' your plants!!!!

In conclusion I do hope that everyone who reads this Report will appreciate what a wonderful group of ladies Corona Members are!    I am always very humbled by the brilliant way they communicate with us.    In this particular report I have just missed out any branches that I have not heard from - you never know the e-mails may flood in over the weekend.!!!!   Fingers crossed.
Pam Cowan.

February 12th 2021.
